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IN T11K C LAIMS : 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for performing a test for acceptability in the 
acceptance of bank nolcs by automatic vending machines, the method comprising: 

feeding a bank notcjrtan inrtomalk 

foil llLQl^i 1 P^^JlIlllJiG 1 ^ ifi^Sl 

feeding said [ba nk note to a digitalizatton station via a transport unit; 

£ll least partially digitizing the bank note to create digitized data; 

comparing the digitized data with a stored data of bank notes belonging to a currency 
system scanned in ahead or time in a computer unit, the computer unit performs a 
determination of value, and renders an automatic decision regarding acceptability; 

if the automatic decision regarding acceptability is negative, generating an image of 
the digtltecd data in order to allow its visual inspection by a service employee, who then 
renders a final decision regarding acceptability. 

v. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 1 , wherein the 
digitizing of the bank note is accomplished by scanning. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 1, furdicr comprising 
performing an image data comparison in form of data comparison. 

4> (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 1, further comprising, 
if the automatic decision is negative, performing a detailed inspection of adjustable 
parameters, in order that a preliminary decision between a direct rejection of the bank note 
and a final decision by a service employee maybe rendered automatically, 

5. (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 1 wherein the service 
employee via keyboard input registers the final decision regarding acceptance, 

6. (Previously Presented) The melhod in accordance with claim 1 wherein, during the 
generating uf the image, automatically marking the areas of deviation that prompted the 
negative automatic decision regarding acceptance. 

7. (Currently Amended) A device used in automatic vending machines to accept bank 
notes, with a test for acceptability, the device comprising: anjautom^^ 
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gfflflBU^tcL receive a bank note an d to t\royjdj^^ nnd BDQBfl iJ**** 

ewuiH^rn«eWn&**anfc«eter« transport/feed unil,a digitization unit, a computer unit, 
an image display unit, an input unit, and a unit for returning, advancing, collecting, and 
stacking the bank notes, wherein at least the unit for receiving a bank note and the image 
display unit arc disposed in one location. 

8. (Previously Presented) The device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
digitatiwtlion unit is a scanner. 

0. (Previously Presented) Tlic device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the 
digitization unit is a digital camera. 

10. (Previously Presented) The device in accordance with claim 7, wherein the image 
display unit is a monitor. 

11. (Previously Presented) The device in accordance with claim 7, wherein iho input 
unit is a kcyhoard. 

12. (Previously Presented) The device in accordance with claim 7, further comprising 
supplementary signal units for optical and acoustic indicators. 

13. (Previously Presented) The device in accordance with claim 7, further comprising 
supplementary signal units for optical or acoustic indicators. 

. 14. (Canceled) 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A device used in automatic vending machines to accept 
bank notes, with a test for acceptability, the device comprising: ajmUimMttaniins 
^q^_c.oj^i.re±tQjrccidye. a bank note an d jQ,p_rQ vMo payment for gfid »Slft»BftJga31». 
"^teastone-uni^r-re^ving-a^ank-not^a transport/feed unit, a digitization unit for at least 
partially digitizing the bank note to create digitized data, means for comparing the digitized 
dnia with a stored data of bank notes belonging to a currency system scanned in ahead of 
time, an image display unit, an input unit, and a unit for returning, advancing, collecting, and 
slacking the bank notes. 
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